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Dr Romesh Wadhwani, Chairman and Founder of Wadhwani Foundation

Dr Ajay Kela, President and CEO, Wadhwani Foundation Laura Parkin, CEO WF National Entrepreneurship Network

Board of Advisors

Dr. Isher Judge Ahluwalia, Chairperson, ICRIER Mr. KV Kamath, Chairman;Infosys and ICICI

Ms. Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw, Chairperson, Biocon Mr. S Ramadorai, Vice Chairman, Tata Consultancy Services
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Leading or Partnering in High Impact Initiatives for
Economic Opportunity and Job Creation

High Impact Goals

Focus on Execution at Scale

Build Strong Partnerships

Economic Growth

Mission and Approach
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Entrepreneurship

National Entrepreneurship Network

NEN was launched in 2003 by the Wadhwani Foundation to help build powerful entrepreneurship programs within
higher education, with the ultimate goals of launching and supporting entrepreneurs and driving job creation in India.

Today, over 600 top-tier academic institutes are part of NEN, building strong entrepreneurship ecosystems on their
campuses. As part of this support, NEN has trained over 1,200 faculty members to teach entrepreneurship; created a
large body of peer-reviewed teaching material, including entrepreneurship course curricula and content; NEN also
runs leadership programs for students of E Cells - the campus entrepreneurship clubs.

To support the many graduates, NEN launched the NEN E Clubs - a
NEN Alumni initiative - and is rapidly scaling up the NEN Mentoring
Platform which draws on NEN's volunteer base of over 1500
successful entrepreneurs, venture capitalists and specialists to help
new entrepreneurs realise their dreams.

Besides NEN, Wadhwani Foundation also supports Entrepreneurship
through its Wadhwani Center for Entrepreneurship Development at
ISB, Hyderabad and through E Week India - the largest advocacy
campaign in Asia to promote Entrepreneurship.

In summary, the Wadhwani Entrepreneurship Initiative has achieved
the following:

Built an incredible Infrastructure for Entrepreneurship Education and Entrepreneur Creation

. Developed methodology to transform an Educational Institute to become a vibrant Entrepreneurship Education
Hub with proven results

. Developed effective methods for Faculty Education

« Designed programs and courses for the Indian context leveraging state-of-the-art learning methodologies

. Helped launch E Cells, Student Clubs

o Programs such as E Week to raise national level awareness on Entrepreneurship

o Tried and tested system through 600 top-tier academic institutes and 1200 faculty members trained at these
institutes, providing entrepreneurship education to half a million students each year.

Built Infrastructure for entrepreneur support including:

» Mentor platform with 1500 business and trained faculty mentors

» Online social network to connect Entrepreneurs, funders and future entrepreneurs

* Entrepreneur Clubs for students graduates and others

* Policy research and action to drive the financial ecosystem and better business environment for startups

Support of Initiatives across Segments by Recognized Players

* Government of India, Department of Science and Technology
* Foundation support through Cherie Blaire and Goldman Sachs

e Corporate support through TATA, IBM and others
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Innovation

The Foundation intends to catalyse “Centers of
Innovation” across various sectors in partnership with
existing research institutes, government and Industry.

In 2009, Wadhwani Foundation launched an initiative to
help accelerate world class research in BioSciences by
establishing the Wadhwani Research Center in
Biosciences and Biotechnology at IIT-Bombay.

The Center will focus on cancer research with special
emphasis on understanding cell motility and cancer
invasion. This initiative is growing rapidly to its target
of 25-30 world-class faculty and 100-150 post-graduate
students engaged in leading edge research supported
by an international Advisory Board of well-known
scientists.

In 2011, Wadhwani Foundation established the Shanta

Wadhwani Center for Cardiac and Neural Research at

the Institute for Stem Cell Biology and Regenerative
Medicine (inStem),
associated with NCBS,
Bangalore.

The mission of this
Initiative is to conduct
world-class research in
cardiac and neural repair
and regeneration,
leveraging stem cell
biology and to bring in
world leaders in stem
cell biology and cardiac

research under one
umbrella to study inherited cardiomyopathies with a view

towards developing strategies for treatment.

Skills Colleges

To meet the skill demands of a growing Indian economy
and increasing youth population, Wadhwani Foundation
launched the Skills Colleges Initiative. This will build
world-class capacity for three million higher education
seats tightly linked with market-linked vocational
education.

The initiative will provide a short cycle industry driven
Associate Degree with flexibility to transfer credits to
mainstream degrees. The thrust is to link education to
jobs that not only fulfils lifelong improvement in skills
but also meets the knowledge worker demand of
Industry and international business.

In partnership with Industry and Governments, the
Foundation aims to establish the National Skill
Knowledge Network that was provide world-class,
standardized vocational educational curriculum, a hub-
and-spoke model with state-of-the-art facility and
equipment for Faculty and student training and
development, a web-based technology platform to
enable easy access and wider distribution for both
students and faculty training.

Currently, pilot projects
to train thousands of
students are under way
in the States of Haryana,
West Bengal and Assam.
The Foundation has also
forged Partnerships with
Montgomery College
and Virginia Foundation
Community College
Education, USA to help
leverage system and
faculty training
expertise.
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Wadhwani Foundation Opportunity Network for Given the growth potential of India, there is a
the Disabled strong need for policy initiatives that accelerate the
economic growth agenda and also unleashes the
The educated disabled in India offer a business full potential of Indo-US relationship

value proposition that is largely ignored by
Corporate India. The Foundation aims to
mainstream the educated disabled into sustainable
high quality corporate jobs

India-US Chair in Economy Driving Policy
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The Wadhwani Foundation works with many different organizations, each sharing our commitment to
accelerate economic development. Our partners are the cornerstone of our strategy in taking our initiatives to
scale and creating a highimpact.
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Contact Information

Wadhwani Foundation

Wadhwani Foundation
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